Specimens. -Benin: Département Borgou, Sous-préfecture Tchaourou, Ouari-Maru, Soubakpérou, 9°08'15''N, 2°09'14''E, on rocks, 24.10.1999, Y. Boni RS 810, det. H. Scholz (B, FR) . Description. -Annual. Culms up to 80 cm high, erect, much branched. Leaf blades 8-10 cm long (rarely more), flaccid, the lower ones pseudopetiolate. Inflorescence racemose, 2-4 cm long, terminal on culms and branches forming a compound panicle. Spikelets 3-4 mm long, overlapping, each at base bearing a straight awn-like bristle 1-3 cm long. Glumes 0.2-0.5 mm long, truncate to acute or emarginate. Lemmas scaberulous, the lower barren. Indeed, the generic limits are not sharp (neither are those of Pennisetum in relation to Cenchrus L.), but its copious stem branching in combination with pseudopetiolate leaf laminae allow one to follow Tzvelev (1989) and Watson & Dallwitz (1994) in recognising Beckeropsis as distinct.
Distribution. -Beckeropsis laxior is confined to tropical W Africa, from Ghana to Cameroon, and the Sudan. In Benin it occurs on rock domes and inselbergs. More widespread, and also occurring in Benin, is the similar B. uniseta (Nees) K. Schum.; it is a rather robust perennial of wooded grassland, favouring moist and shady places. Ic. -Clayton & al. 1974: 433, fig. 117 ; Scholz & Scholz 1983: 226, fig. 65 .
Description. -Annual. Culms up to 30 cm, decumbent at base and rooting at the nodes. Leaf blades 1-3 cm long, narrowly lanceolate. Inflorescence racemose, 2-8 cm long, composed of unilateral, spreading or reflexed, 3-12 mm long spikes. Spikelets 1.7-2.3 mm long, 2-flowered, gaping. Florets (anthoecia) dissimilar, both fertile; inferior lemma hairy only at the base and margins, superior lemma shorter than the inferior one, densely and minutely pubescent all over.
Taxonomy. -The monospecific genus Heteranthoecia Stapf belongs to the tribe Isachneae Benth., which comprises five genera and is related to the tribe Paniceae R. Br.
Distribution. -Heteranthoecia is a tropical African genus, distributed from Guinea and Sierra Leone to Nigeria, extending eastwards to Tanzania and southwards to Angola. It occurs in wet places such as pond margins, flooded savannas and swamps at altitudes of c. 1000-1500 m, sometimes also lower.
